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This week, we remember. We remember those

that battled on the front-lines for our country;

those that nursed the injured back to health:

those that anxiously waited at home for their

loved ones to return. The school’s Armistice

Parade took place last Friday, with pupils and

staff observing the procession from inside

their classrooms, via Teams. It was a poignant

event, as always, and included a testimonial to

engineering teacher, Mr David Preston, who

sadly passed away recently, and is

remembered very fondly. The pillars also

glowed in red over the last week, sharing the

school’s visual tribute to those who had lost

their lives at war with the rest of the local

community.  
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The American election has came to an end and it is now confirmed

that the White House will be occupied by President-elect Joe Biden

and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris will live with her family on

the grounds of the United States Naval Observatory, come January. 

Although the election has ended with a clear winner, Trump and a

few of his family members, close colleagues and supporters are still

not accepting defeat, some even claiming that Trump himself has

won the election. 

As a number of states have begun recounting their votes, some vote

counters have received death threats for simply doing their job.  

Trump’s last few months have been nothing short of a disaster as he

misled millions of Americans in regards to the severity of the Covid-

19 pandemic (despite having access to top scientific data at his

fingertips!) and simultaneously criticised health officials who

attempted to inform the American public about the dangers of the

virus and what safety precautions could be taken. This has resulted

in more than 200,000 Covid-19 related deaths and over 10 million

current Covid-19 cases in the USA. 

Although the election took place in early November, the

inauguration day will only take place on the 20th of January 2021.

This will occur at the Capitol, where President-elect Joseph

Robinette Biden Jr will be sworn in as the President of the United

States of America and will take an oath to serve and protect

America to the best of his ability - but until then Donald J Trump

will be serving his last few months as president, likely dealing with

the brunt of the coronavirus pandemic on his country. 

Post-Presidential ElectionPost-Presidential ElectionPost-Presidential Election   
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The days are getting shorter a lot faster, and we’re all just desperate

for the holidays already... but there are still lots of things to be happy

about at the moment :) 

1) We have marquees in the playground to keep us dry!  

2) We got to keep our bibs from the Super League matches (no

smelly bibs with about 3000 other people’s sweat on them for us!) 

3) We now have regi every Friday :) 

4) Football is no longer banned!  

5) Face masks are actually keeping our faces surprisingly warm(?!?)
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Alan Turing’s ingenuity transformed modern computing, and
contributed largely to an Allied win in World War 2. Despite this, he
died as a criminal for his sexuality...

I am ashamed to say that even in 2020, Alan Turing is almost never
taught about in school, and therefore I’m going to begin with a brief
history lesson:
Turing was a British mathematician and a pioneer in computing
science. During WW2, he began cryptanalytical work at Bletchley Park.
He made it his goal to crack the “impenetrable” Enigma code, which
was the main form of Nazi Germany’s communications. Alan Turing
successfully cracked the code in 1941, and as the year progressed
the Allies were able to regularly decrypt German messages. For the
remainder of the War, Turing continued to make advancements in
electronic technology, and was one of the first to idealise what is now
known as “Artificial Intelligence”. He was an invaluable asset to the
Allies, and it is believed that his cryptology hastened a victory in the
War.  

Alan Turing is regarded as one of the most noteworthy code breakers
of the second World War; one of the most innovative thinkers of the
20th century; and is sometimes known as the “progenitor of modern
computing”, yet he died a tragic and avoidable death less than a
decade after the end of WW2.  

Turing was driven to suicide on June 7th, 1954, after being forced to
endure chemical castration as punishment for his homosexuality.

Although Alan Turing was one of the most intelligent and
accomplished people of his time, his wartime achievements remained
classified, and hidden from the public. Rather than applause and
congratulations, all he received was a “disgusting” reputation, for
breaking social norms, and loving a man.  

According to historians, Alan Turing saved 14 to 21 million lives.
However, he is rarely fully appreciated.
 It was not until 2009 that the British Government apologised for their
actions. “We’re sorry - you deserved so much better. Alan and the
many thousands of other gay men who were convicted, as he was,
under homophobic laws were treated terribly,” stated Gordon Brown,
the Prime Minister at the time.
>>
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And it wasn’t till 2013, that Queen Elizabeth II pardoned Turing, 59
years after his death. Even now, we still don’t learn about Alan
Turing in school, yet without him we probably wouldn’t be living the
lives that we are right now.  

This is a major example of the horrific prejudice that used to be
such a normal part of society. If somebody was treated the way Alan
Turing was treated, in 2020, there would be serious consequences.
Love is love, and homosexuality is most definitely not a crime, or
something to be frowned upon. 

However, if we truly have progressed as a human race, how come
we still aren’t taught about such revolutionary and important people
such as Alan Turing? Perhaps Turing is just one rare example, and
I’m judging the world too quickly. But on the other hand, perhaps
there is still a deep rooted, subconscious, homophobia embedded
in our societies? 

 I really want to honour Alan Turing. He was an exceptional man,
who saved millions of lives. Without his work, the Allied win in WW2
would have been so incredibly different. We should be so grateful
for the man Turing was. Although he was victim of extremely unjust
behaviour based solely on his sexuality, I think that ultimately, he
should be remembered for his notable contributions to the nation. 

Climate change activists worldwide were able to smile in relief

when the news of the American election broke on Friday evening.

Donald Trump’s  incredulous disbelief in climate change caused

havoc for international progression in preventing the catastrophic

effects of our environmental situation. Joe Biden declared that

tackling climate change was at the top of his priority list in terms

of his presidency, Hopefully the results of the 2020 election mean

a green transformation for the United States - who knows, maybe

they’ll become the leaders of the climate fight in the far future.   

During his presidency Donald Trump infamously pulled out of the

Paris Agreement, going as far as claiming that the climate worries

were a hoax. On the 12th of December 2015, the UNFCCC (United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) reached an

agreement to accelerate and intensify the actions and

investments needed for a sustainable low carbon future. >>
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.The Paris Agreement was opened for signature on

April 22nd 2016, on American soil, but later on, the

withdrawal of the US held the country back in terms of

environmental advances. Throughout the election Mr

Biden reportedly pledged to invest over $2trillion in

clean energy across the coming four years and has

promised to rejoin the Paris Agreement immediately. 

Many Americans are still under the impression that

climate change is a hoax, Biden was able to underpin

the importance of educating the general public on the

extent of climate change and the negative impact of 

 it on everyone in the States - a general consensus held

by Americans is that only those in the far North and

South will be affected, which is completely incorrect.

It’s time to show that tackling climate change doesn’t

have to be a drain on the US economy, but a saviour. 

Among promises of a clean energy revolution, the

president-elect has also proposed action on further key

issues such as electric vehicles, conservation and the

energy efficiency of buildings and voters can soon

expect Mr Biden to sign a series of executive orders

putting the US on the path to net zero, no later than

2050. 

Environmentalists now wait, looking to the White

House to take the lead on climate change prevention

and help kickstart an international wave of dedication

to do better.

- Robert Ingersoll

”We rise by
lifting others.”

This week saw not only

the pillars lighting up, but

also the City Centre, for an

entirely different reason...

Christmas time!!

In the wake of

Remembrance Day, the

subsequent occasion,

Christmas, gives rise to a

very different

atmosphere; one of joy,

excitement and

celebration. However,

there’s more connecting

the two occasions than

what appears on the

surface: the winter

season is also a time to

reflect, to take care of

others and to give, much

like the 11th of

November. 

Ultimately, humanity is the

primary focus of both

events, underpinning the

importance of kindness :) 

EDITOR’S NOTE

See you next week! 
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